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MODULE DESCRIPTOR 

Title Dementia Management  

Short Title 
Max. 16 chars 

Dementia Date of First Approval September 2014 

Code PP628 Date of Version November 2017 

Responsible 
Department 

CPPD Version No.: 2 

FHEQ Level Level 6: Honours Date of Expiry September 2020 

Credit Value 30 Expected Length 15 weeks 

Status Validated Regime of Delivery Attendance 

Semester 

(Double-click 
all that apply) 

S1  S2  S3  SB  S1A  S2A  SBA  

T1  T2  T3  T4        

Brief Description 

This module will enable the student to gain knowledge and understanding of caring for individuals with 
dementia.  Students will enhance their skills of critical enquiry and evaluate the principles and practices 
of dementia care, developing knowledge to promote awareness of dementia, which in-turn will influence 
person safety and team performance. 
 
Within their own area of work the student will be able to appraise the need for timely assessment and 
appropriate, individualised interventions for people with varying levels of dependency. In addition, those 
attending this module will explore their own practice and critically reflect on how person safety, team 
performance and inter-professional working can be improved. 

Indicative Content 

Taught sessions will explore relevant theory and provide students with an opportunity to apply this to 
their area of work. The module will include an exploration of: 
 

 Assessment and interventions for individuals who have an altered physical status related to 
dementia 

 Altered psychological status and altered social status secondary to dementia 

 The concept of person centred care in dementia and an understanding of the individual’s journey 
to ensure specific needs such as care planning and communication are met 

 The roles of relatives, friends and the extended health and social care team in supporting an 
individual with dementia. 
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Learning Outcomes 
There should be between 3-5 Learning Outcomes per module. These should be expressed at the appropriate 
academic level and should be reflective of the brief description and indicative content as detailed above. All Learning 
Outcomes must be assessed. 

On successful completion of the module, the student will be able to: 

1. Critically appraise and integrate evidence based knowledge for a multi-professional team 
approach in person-centred dementia care. 

2. Demonstrate application of in-depth knowledge and understanding of the neurobiological basis 
of dementia and link these changes to the clinical presentation of the disease. 

3. Discuss and critically analyse the key issues contributing to effective person-centred dementia 
care. 

4. Critically explore the promotion client independence and safety within the context of the 
student’s working environment. 
 

Key Skills Matrix 

Skill (double-click boxes for all that apply) Developed Assessed 

Information Acquisition   

Critical thinking, analysis and synthesis   

Self-reflection and Criticality   

Communication Skills: Oral   

Communication Skills: Written   

Information & Communications Technology (ICT)   

Numeracy & Quantitative Skills   

Problem Solving & Decision Making   

Independent & Self-managed Learning   

Working with Others   
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Employability / Career Development Statement 

This module provides the students the opportunity to develop knowledge and an understanding of the 
care and management of a person with dementia. 
 
On successful completion of the module, students will have developed a range of generic skills and 
abilities which not only relate to the core dimensions of the NHS Knowledge and Skills Framework, but 
also to attributes articulated by the DH Chief Nursing Officers 6C’s. 
 
The student will have the opportunity to develop academic and professional knowledge and 
understanding to enable them to work competently and contribute effectively to the planning, 
implementation and evaluation of care delivery within their workplace.  The student will be able to 
develop skills of analysis, critical thinking, problem solving and reflective practice necessary to provide 
evidence-based, holistic care for individuals and their families. These skills will enable them to critically 
analyse the decision making process in utilising higher levels of clinical judgement to question and 
rationalise actions to improve and promote best quality care.  
 
Upon completion of this level 6 module, the student will have specific knowledge and understanding of 
high profile issues such as communicating with a person with dementia, individualised care planning, 
supporting the person and relatives through the disease pathway, dignity in care, risk assessment and 
safety.  Insight into these topics will be valuable to the student, especially those progressing into 
specialist dementia roles. 
 
The assessment strategies within this module encourage and facilitate the development of computer 
and information technology literacy and the use of work processing software for a reflective assignment.   
 
The student will be able to demonstrate awareness and critically explore local and national political 
agendas in relation to dementia care, drawing upon national guidelines, standards and local government 
initiatives and policies. 

Learning & Teaching Strategy 

A variety of teaching and learning strategies will be employed within the classroom setting. These will 
include lectures to introduce and explore new concepts. Seminars, group work and case studies will be 
utilised to encourage interaction, participation and also to ensure an explicit link to clinical practice.  A 
variety of approaches will be utilized to provide the learners with opportunities to practically engage with 
key topics associated with caring for a person with dementia, i.e. communication, care planning & 
managing challenging behaviours. The use of VLE will also augment classroom teaching, with the use 
of online learning activities and access to internet based learning resources. 

A constructivist approach to teaching and learning has been adopted within this module, with students 
adopting a participatory role within their teaching and learning.  This will be achieved through the use of 
seminars, debate, reflective debrief and VLE. 

In addition learners will receive tutorial support and guidance from their personal tutor via electronic 
medium, telephone, or as arranged by appointment. Personal tutorial sessions will be accompanied by 
detailed written feedback.  
 
Inter and intra-professional learning will be promoted within the module. 
 

Notional Hours 
One Credit is equivalent to ten notional learning hours (30 credits = 300 learning hours). All hours should be 
calculated based on what an individual student might be expected to receive. 

Category (Please refer to QAA Guidance in completing this section) Total Hours 

Scheduled Learning and Teaching Activities (SLTA)  

Lectures (incl. virtual and face to face contact) 48 

Seminars (incl. virtual and face to face contact)  

Tutorials – per individual student (incl. virtual and face to face contact) 1 

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Documents/contact_hours.pdf
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Project supervision (incl. virtual and face to face contact)  

Demonstration (incl. virtual and face to face contact)  

Practical classes and workshops  

Supervised time in studio/workshop/rehearsal space  

Fieldwork, e.g. survey work, data collection  

External visits, e.g. visits to sites, museums or collections  

Work based learning (learning through an organised work opportunity that takes 
place in the workplace by a member of staff or a workplace mentor) 

 

Sub-total: SLTA 49 

Guided Independent Study (GIS) 251 

Placements / Study Abroad  

Total (Sub-total of SLTA plus GIS, plus Placements) 300 

Assessment Strategy 

The methods chosen are appropriate to demonstrate achievement of Level 6 outcomes. The Faculty’s 
marking guidelines and/or marking criteria will be applied. 
 
The assessment strategy includes a formative assignment which is an assignment plan and 600 word 
overview focusing on a critical incident from practice relating to, or associated with dementia care.  The 
formative assessment will be developmental and will inform CW1. 
 
A summative assessment (CW1) is a 3000 word essay which will be a reflective analysis of a critical 
incident relating directly to practice and the management of a person with dementia. The key focus to 
be on: 

 Maximising the participation of the person with dementia and their carers/family 
 Effective communication/interpersonal skills to develop and maintain the quality 

of relationships through the stages of dementia 
 The importance of a multi-professional team approach to maximise independence, safety and 

person-centred care. 

All learning outcomes (1, 2, 3 and 4) are assessed in CW1. The assessment also allows the student 
the opportunity to demonstrate the skills of enquiry and analysis which are essential for level 6 study.  

 

Summative Assessment Regime 

ID 
KIS Category/Activity Type & Brief Description 

(Please refer to: QAA Guidance in completing this section) 

Learning 
Outcomes 
Assessed 

Weighting 

% or P/F 
Indicative 
Week No.: 

CW1 Coursework:  Written Assignment: 3000 words 1, 2, 3, 4 100% 15 

Module Pass Requirements: 

N/A. 

Core Resources 
This section should be completed with your Library Resource Representative. This should not be an exhaustive list. 
Lecturers are required to provide students with a more detailed listing of sources as part of the teaching plan for the 
module. Resources should be specified as per standard referencing systems, e.g. Harvard. 

Key Texts: Maximum of 3 

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Documents/contact_hours.pdf
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Innes, A., Kelly, F. & McCabe, L.  (2012) Key issues in Evolving Dementia Care. International Theory-
based Policy and Practice. London: Jessica Kingsley. 
 
Downs, M. & Bowers, B. (2014) Excellence in Dementia Care – Research into Practice. Maidenhead: 
Open University Press. 
 
Rahman, S. (2015) Living Better With Dementia – Good Practice and Innovation for the Future. 
London: Jessica Kingsley Publishers. 
 

Journals (including e-Journals): Maximum of 3 

.Dementia: The International Journal of Social Research and Practice. 
 
Journal of Dementia Care. 
 
Gerontological Nursing. 
 

Databases: Identify core resource databases which will support delivery and which may require a subscription cost to be 

maintained. Maximum of 3 

CINAHL. 
 
OVID. 
 
MEDLINE. 
 

Websites: Maximum of 3. Please include URL and name of website 

www.nice.org.uk  National Institute of Clinical Excellence. 
 
www.scie.org.uk   Social Care Institute of Excellence.    
 
www.alzheimers.org.uk  Alzheimer’s Society. 
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